Biological Hazards Management and Control Policy 

Aberdeenshire council will demonstrate that, in regard of managing the risks associated with Biological Hazards it will:

· Identify and assess sources of risk

· Prepare a control system for preventing, reducing or controlling the risk

· Implement and manage and monitor precautions

· Maintain suitable and sufficient records of the precautions implemented and will carry this out for each Aberdeenshire Council premises within the Council’s control. 

· Appoint a person to be responsible for the management and maintenance of the control system and measures adopted. 

The Manager of the establishment has the day to day responsibility for the implementation of these procedures to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable the safety of employees and others at council premises

Management has a statutory duty to ensure that compliance is active, continuous and effectively policed. 

The Council must be able to demonstrate it has: 

· Identified all the relevant factors

· Instituted the appropriate corrective or preventive actions and

· Is monitoring the effective implementation of the required solutions. 

Biological Hazards (bodily fluids)

There are situations where an employee, group of employees and others in the vicinity could potentially be exposed to biological hazards.

These situations might include:

· Vomit (where someone has been physically sick in the premises)

· Urine (in infant/primary schools or care homes)

· Excrement (both human or animal)

· Blood (through an injury or administering first aid.)

Although the substance may contain bacteria and viruses that fall under the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) regulations, it would be impractical to be able to identify any hazardous substance contained to establish what controls would be appropriate.

As the hazards associated with these biological hazards can not be identified by the eye, and although there may be no risk of infection, all biological hazards must be treated as a high risk

It is essential that appropriate measures are taken to prevent direct contact with the hazard.

Before cleaning up any biological hazard the individual/s involved must ensure that they are protected against contact with the hazard:

This should be achieved by the wearing of appropriate PPE, the use of the necessary identified protective equipment and an appropriate means of disposal (to prevent others coming into contact with the hazard).

Where a premises has an identified individual/s who will clean and make safe any affected areas (school janitor/facilities assistant) then this individual should be notified of the situation.

The area should be isolated in the short term to ensure that no-one can come into direct or indirect contact with the hazard.

All premises where there is a high likelihood of biological hazards of this nature should have the necessary cleaning equipment (Spill Kit) for the task on site.

It is recommended that a spill kit should contain the following items:
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1 x Response Powder Sachets (10g)
1 x Pair Vinyl Gloves Non Sterile
1 x Polypropylene Disposable Apron (Singles)
1 x Scoop – Biohazard Card
1 x Scraper Card for Biohazard Disposal Kit
1 x Biohazard Waste Bag printed with self adhesive strip (300 × 50mm)
1 x Bag Tie
1 x Response Spray (30ml)
Note: The above contents are intended for single use. 

If an individual comes into contact with a biological hazard they should they should remove, wash and where appropriate, dispose of any contaminated clothing, all clothing that is contaminated by any potential biological hazard should be bagged before disposal and marked as a biological hazard.

If the clothing is to be washed then appropriate PPE should be worn when handling the clothing pre wash. 

The individual should ensure that they wash thoroughly or preferably shower (depending on level of contact) with soap and hot water.

Known Biological Hazards
Where the activity is involving a known biological hazard (teaching purposes etc) the hazard should be risk assessed (COSHH) and all those exposed to the substance should be made aware of the risks and the controls required during its use enforced.

All known biological hazards should be stored securely and as per the supplier’s instructions.

For further information or advice contact the H+S Unit on 01224 664118
