Ladder Inspection

Ladders must always be visually inspected before and after use and a detailed inspection carried out Monthly and recorded on the Ladder Inspection Form.

Any faults or defects found during the visual inspection must also be recorded on the Ladder Inspection Form and the Ladder labelled with the Date, Time, Name of person carrying out the inspection and a brief description of the defect.

Notify your Line Manager immediately and ensure that other employees cannot use the Ladder until it is repaired or replaced as appropriate.

Requirements for Ladder Inspection
1. The Name of the person carrying out the inspection.

2. The location of the work equipment being inspected.

3. A description of the work equipment being inspected (identification number).

4. The date and time of the inspection.

5. Details of any matter identified that could give rise to a risk to the health or safety of any person.

6. Details of any further action considered necessary.

7. Details of any action taken as a result of any matter identified in paragraph 5.

8. The name and position of the person making the report.

Inspection of Ladders
· Damaged or worn stiles

· Broken, missing, loose or worn rungs and treads

· Mud, Grease or Oil on rungs

· Cleanliness 

· Warping or bending

· Condition of ropes, cords, pulleys and other fittings

· Stability 

Aluminium Ladders should carry a warning notice ‘do not use near live electrical equipment or a live electricity supply’.

Ladders must never be painted or treated in such a way that defects can be hidden.

Ladder Storage

· Ladders should preferably be stored indoors

· Ladders should be stored on racks, supported on the stiles

· Ensure there are enough supports to prevent sagging

· Do not store adjacent to heat sources

Aluminium ladders should be kept clear of Wet Lime or Cement, while stored to prevent corrosion.

