                                          ONLY TRAINED AND COMPETENT STAFF ARE PERMITTED TO USE THE BENCH SAW
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	RISK ASSESSMENT
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	Process/Activity:
Circular Bench Saw
	Location: Schools

	Date: 

	Describe activity: 
 Cutting wood – Carried out by Technicians 
	
	Review: 

	Hazard
	Person/s Affected
	Risk
	Risk level before controls are in place

LOW MED HIGH
	Control Measures
	Risk level after controls are in place

LOW  MED HIGH

	Slips and trips
	Staff, Pupils 
	Personal Injury
	
	
	√


	· Good Housekeeping – Work areas kept tidy and free of cuttings
· Dust cleaned up from the floors immediately after cutting
· Good lighting in all areas

· No trailing cables or obstructions in walkways

· Appropriate Safety footwear worn by staff 
	√


	
	

	Electrical
	Staff
	Electric Shock
	
	
	√


	· Carry out visual check of cables, connections before use

· Electrical equipment subject to regular safety inspection
· Defects should be reported immediately and machine isolated
· Isolation switch located with easy access 
· Use RCD where possible
	√


	
	

	Manual handling
	Staff
	Musculoskeletal Damage /  Splinters / Back Pain
	
	
	√


	· Staff training in Manual Handling
· Care taken when handling wood for nails / rough edges
· Use 2 or more people to lift if required as identified by Risk Assessment
· Any problems should be reported to line manager prior to lifting

	√


	
	

	Dust
	Staff / Pupils
	Inhalation of dust / irritation 
	
	
	√


	· Appropriate PPE/RPE worn – Dust mask / Eye Protection
· Dust Mask Face Fit Tested for all staff

· LEV System used at all times and regularly inspected by Competent Persons
· Dust levels determined  by Air Monitoring 

· Ensure dust filters are cleaned regularly 
	√


	
	

	Noise
	Staff 
	Hearing Damage
	
	
	√


	· Appropriate hearing protection worn whilst using the saw.

	√


	
	

	Blade – In operation
	Staff
	Entanglement / cuts / Amputation 
	
	
	√


	· Ensure any loose clothing / hair is secured and kept clear of the machine.
· Remove all jewellery before using saw

· Adequate adjustable guard must be fitted and used at all times
· Riving knife must be adjusted to suit the task carried out

· Carry out visual check to blade for any damage

· Push stick MUST be used to prevent hands entering the blade area

· Ensure appropriate blade used for the task carried out

· Inspect material prior to cutting for nails / knots to reduce risk of kick-back

· Ensure work space and floors are kept clear and free of obstacles

· Ensure braking device is installed and in working order – Blade should come to rest within 10 Seconds  
	√


	
	

	Blade – Fitting / Removing / Adjusting 
	Staff
	Cuts / Amputation
	
	
	√


	· Ensure machine is isolated when cleaning

· Wear appropriate PPE when handling blade – Gloves

· Follow Safe Working  Procedures 
Relevant guidance can be found here http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/wis16.pdf

	√


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


This is a model Risk Assessment – you MUST include further hazards/control measures where applicable

